
Spring 2017 
Volume 1, Issue 4 

IIT NROTC Unit 

The Crow’s Nest 
 

 

MESSAGE FROM THE BATCOM: 

INSIDE THIS ISSUE 

New Unit Staff ......................... 2 

New Unit Staff (cont.) ............. 3 

Dining-In ................................. 4 

Drill Meet................................. 5 

AMOI Challenge ...................... 6 

FEX .......................................... 7 

NLW......................................... 8 

Looking back at the Spring 2017 semester, it has been an honor to serve as 
the battalion commander in my last semester.  There were many firsts for the bat-
talion, all of them successes.  Early in the semester, we faced off against our sister 
unit within the consortium, Northwestern University, in the AMOI challenge, and 
took home the trophy for the first time in years, after winning every event played 
except basketball.  Our dining-in this year was special as it was the first time our 
consortium has held a dining-in without a guest speaker, and was a great way to 
farewell our retiring CO, Captain Brasek.   

The last weekend of March the battalion traveled to the University of Miami-Ohio 
for the first time to compete in their hosted drill competition, also the first time they 
have hosted such an event.  The battalion competed in drill, color guard, an endur-
ance race, and a shooting competition.  As always, our color guard team represent-
ed the unit well, placing in third overall.   

This year we are also commissioning the largest class since 2014.  Our eight 1/C 
midshipmen will soon be hitting the fleet, as two are Marine Options, one Naval 
Flight Officer, one Naval Aviator, one Surface Nuke, and three Surface Warfare 
Officers, including myself.  Ship selection in February resulted in many different 
locations, including Everett, Washington, San Diego, California, Mayport, Florida, 
and Rota, Spain.   

Lastly, I am proud to say that the battalion not only matched my goal at the begin-
ning of the semester of doubling the number of midshipmen that achieved an out-
standing or above on the physical readiness test, but exceeded it by tripling the 
number from last semester.   

It has been a great pleasure to serve as the battalion commander this semester, and I 
plan to take everything I have learned along the way and apply it to my career in 
the Surface Warfare community.  

MIDN 1/C Wolstenholme 



  

New Unit Staff  

CO: COMMANDER CHRIS ADAMS 

I am ecstatic to have the opportunity to become part of IIT NROTC and extremely fortu-
nate to have relieved a consummate professional in CAPT Tom Brasek.  The unit is clearly in 
great shape, hitting home runs on a routine basis across endeavors ranging from nuclear pro-
gram interviews to overseas summer cruise assignments.  While the fact that it is spring in Chi-
cago might account for some of the positive energy in the air, my initial exposure to 
our Midshipmen leads me to believe that the season cannot possibly account for even a quar-
ter of it.  I have found our Midshipmen to be so dedicated, talented, and hungry to better their 
understanding of all aspects of our Navy and Marine Corps that to be around them is simply 
energizing.  I am convinced they are the leaders we need for tomorrow and in getting to know 
them I have become increasingly optimistic for the future.  

Spring is commissioning season (as well as the start of PCS season – more on that later) 
and we recently completed our unit commissioning ceremonies (7 and 13 May).  In total, we 
brought six Ensigns and two Second Lieutenants from the unit into the Navy/Marine Corps 
Team this year (13 and 3 from across the consortium).  I am convinced our new officers are 
joining the team at a critical time.  I echo our CNO (among others) in predicting that the decid-
ing factor between future victory or defeat will increasingly depend on these future lead-
ers.  This is because as advanced technology proliferates, the outcome of future conflicts will be 
determined more so by the proficiency and creativity applied in using the tools at hand 
and less so by the degree to which those tools are more advanced than those of the enemy.  As 
such, the importance of developing a solid foundation for our Midshipmen’s continued devel-
opment in the areas of warfighting competence and character is critical.  Please rest as-
sured, the staff at IIT NROTC and I really do "get it" - developing our future leaders is vital-
ly important work. 

Besides myself, there are a couple of other new faces that have joined us this spring.  Cap-
tain Adam North is in the job as the new Marine Officer Instructor and Gunnery Sergeant 
Nicholas Wahle has joined us as the (eventual) new Assistant MOI (we get to hold on to Master 
Sergeant Hughes for a while longer).  

As a reminder, the door is always open to IIT NROTC alumni to come back home for a visit 
– this remains your wardroom where you will always be greeted with a smile and the offer of a 
cup of coffee (but give us a call first so we can get you through university security at ground 
level with no hassles).  Additionally, we would love to arrange an opportunity for you to share 
your knowledge and insights with us.  Thank you for all of your support and I look forward to 
seeing you on campus sometime in the not-too-distant future. 



  

New Unit Staff (cont.) 

LT John Dugger enlisted in the navy in 2003 as an Electronics Technician within the naval nuclear pow-
er community. After completing his training, he was selected to serve as an instructor at the nuclear proto-
type training unit in Balston Spa, NY. During his two years as an instructor, he qualified his senior in-rate 
qualification and trained 58 electronic technician students as reactor operators for the naval nuclear fleet. At 
the completion of his instructor tour, he was selected for an enlisted commissioning program and sent to the 
Naval Science Institute in Newport, RI where he received a 4.0 GPA in the Naval Science curriculum. He 
spent the next three years at the University of South Carolina where he completed a Bachelor of Science in 
Mathematics with a minor in Computer Science. 
Since receiving his commission in May of 2010, LT Dugger has served on the USS California (SSN 781), 
where he earned his submarine warfare qualifications and completed the ship’s first deployment, and the 
PCU Colorado (SSN 788), where he helped prepare the crew for a demanding construction and testing 
schedule. 
John and his wife, Kirsten, have been married for ten years and are raising three wonderful little girls. 

 
 
 
I am honored to serve IIT’s Marines, midshipmen, and OCs as their Marine Officer Instructor.  I look 

forward to shaping and mentoring tomorrow’s commissioned officers.  I aim to impress the Marine Corps’ 
leadership traits and principles combined with my lessons learned upon our future military leaders.  I, along 
with my Assistant Marine Officer Instructor, will be a critical part of each individual’s commissioning pro-
cess.  We will produce officers that satisfy our nation’s demands: smart, disciplined, creative, and selfless 
leaders armed with a warrior spirit and an indomitable will. 

Vital to my commitment towards the development of future officers is the creation and refinement of the 
ethical, physical, moral, and mental core.  As an active-duty and student team, we will work tirelessly to ex-
cel in areas of communication, inspiration, patience, prudence, courage, and integrity.  Furthermore, we will 
strive to exemplify our institution’s core values, which will enable us to instill confidence and followership 
among those we lead.  I am eager to be a part of the professional growth and exploration processes for IIT’s 
midshipmen.  Furthermore, I am excited to learn from the students and staff as well. 
 I am happy to state that the aforementioned endeavors will be easily achieved.  Since joining the unit 
in May, it is clear that the IIT NROTC students and staff forged an incredible work environment that spon-
sors professionalism, academic excellence, and military competence.  I’m proud to join the team and hope to 
further strengthen an already gifted organization. 

 

 
I am excited to become a part of the IIT NROTC team and ultimately the Chicago area consortium. In 

the few weeks that I’ve been here, absolute ownership and professionalism are all that I have encountered by 
all staff members. The caliber of the young men and women that I’ve seen so far are a testament to the ef-
forts this team has given to develop them. I hope only to help expand on that in the next coming semesters. 

For the remainder of the summer, I will be attending the OCS augmentation from 3 July -19 August. Up-
on return, I expect to apply what I will have learned from that experience to training our Midshipmen. Expe-
rience and leadership is what I intend to bring to the table. With that said, I do understand that continued 
growth largely comes from the leadership and experience of the men and women that you surround yourself 
with. I look forward to learning and growing (both personally and professionally) from everyone on the staff. 
Semper Fidelis 

AMOI: GUNNERY SERGEANT NICHOLAS WAHLE 

MOI: CAPTAIN ADAM NORTH 

SUB: LIEUTENANT JOHN DUGGER 



BY MIDN 4/C RODRIGO CORIA 

This year’s Dining in event was held at Kasbeer Hall at Loyola University on the 18th of February 2017. 

The attire for the evening was service dress blues for midshipmen, dress blue “Alpha” for Marines, white trousers 

for SNCO’s and officers, Blue trousers for NCO’s, and dinner dress blues for Navy officers and staff. Our civilian 

guests wore formal evening attire. There was a POW/MIA table to recognize past service members. Cocktail hour 

was at 1800 and those who were 21 and older were allowed to consume alcohol. At 1830, the midshipmen were 

called to take their seats for CO Captain Brasek’s comments and to begin dinner. Before dinner was served, a pray-

er was said by Father Patrick Dorsey over the POW/MIA table. At the beginning of dinner at approximately 1900, 

the beef was paraded around the room and deemed worthy for consumption. As the dishes were being set, a special 

booster seat present was given to Master Sergeant Hughes. Not only did this action begin to set the mood of a relax-

ing night filled with good intentioned ribbing of everyone present, the intentional selection of Master Sergeant 

Hughes signified that no one was safe, not even an intimidating and well respected figure such as him. Throughout 

the night, everyone was put through the ringer either through comedic skits prepared by midshipmen or through 

publicly calling out grievances in front of the whole mess hall. Some memorable moments are when midshipman 

Belleque was tasked with creating a harness out of cloth napkins as punishment for falling off an obstacle course 

and harming midshipmen Aragon in the process or when midshipman Placek was given food from an outside res-

taurant because he was overheard complaining about not being able to eat his fill of food that was given. A very 

popular skit that was played for the mess was a “So You Want To Be A Millionaire?” rendition of the Northwest-

ern/ Loyola battalion. Questions that were asked in the skit referred to life in the unit and was a source of comedic 

relief that all the midshipmen found were very easy to relate to. The evening concluded with toasting at 2130 and 

securing the mess at 2150.  

Traditionally, the formal mili-

tary dinner ceremony known 

as Dining-In has been ob-

served by military servicemen 

of the United States and Eu-

rope, where the officers of 

various regiments of the es-

tablished monarchies would 

gather together for the sole 

purpose of an evening of good 

food, feasting, fellowship, and 

the honoring of feats of brav-

ery and daring. The evening is 

sometimes called “Mess 

Night”, “Regimental Dinner”, 

or “Band Night.” The general 

pattern, however, does not dif-

fer greatly. The primary ele-

ments are a formal meeting, the 

camaraderie of the members of 

the Mess, a fine dinner, tradi-

tional toasts to the President 

and military services, martial 

music and attendance of hon-

ored guests. Although this 

event was not as formal as past 

and traditional Mess Nights, the 

basic ideas of building camara-

derie and fellowship were very 

much present.  
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DRILL MEET 

BY Midn 3/C BUSALACCHI 

From 01 April – 02 April 2017, midshipmen and enlisted members from Illinois Institute of Technology 
and University of Illinois at Chicago, worked with their Chicago consortium cohorts at Northwestern University, 
and Loyola University-Chicago to participate in the first ever “Redhawk Games” drill meet, hosted by the Miami 
University Ohio NROTC Unit. Other NROTC units competing included University of Illinois, Iowa State University, 
and the, Ohio State University.  

The drill meet consisted of four separate events: shooting, endurance race, color guard, and squad and 
platoon drill. Beginning with the shooting portion on the first day, midshipmen fired single shot, bolt action .22LR 
caliber rifles from the standing, seated, and prone positions. After the rifle portion, midshipmen transitioned to the 
pistol competition, where they fired semi-automatic target pistols, also chambered in .22LR from the standing posi-
tion. Miami University is extremely fortunate to have an indoor shooting range located within their own unit, and 
we greatly appreciate them giving us the opportunity to compete in it. This portion of the competition was a great 
experience for our midshipmen that don’t get to the range often, and a good exposure to the sport of competitive 
shooing. The rifle team was comprised of Midn 1/C Aragon, Midn 1/C Frank, MIDN 1/C Wehmeyer, and MIDN 2/C 

Cernok. Competing in the pistol portion was 
MIDN 1/C Wehmeyer, MIDN 2/C Cernok, 
MIDN 2/C Newberry, and MIDN 3/C Hunt. 

First thing in the morning on 02 April came the 

endurance race. This race, stretching through-

out the woods and through the campus of Mi-

ami University, was not for the faint of heart. 

The seven-mile course hosted seven exercise 

stations (eight including the final obstacle), 

spaced at intervals ranging from a few yards to 

over three miles. The stations and their require-

ments, completed by all members of the group 

working together, consisted of: 30, 20-foot-high 

rope climbs, 300 burpees, six movements under 

fire (USMC CFT style), 600 two-count flutter 

kicks, 900 push-ups, 60 buddy carry sprints, 12 

ammo can sprints, and a final obstacle of a car-

go net climb to complete the course. Though 

there were some organizational mishaps with 

the race and its course, it was an excellent physical challenge for everyone participating, and provided some excel-

lent sightseeing along the way! The course took competitors through Miami University’s beautiful campus and the 

surrounding woods, including a refreshing trot through a river in the middle of 

the forest. IIT and UIC members that competed in the endurance race included 

SSgt Buenrostro, Sgt Clark, Midn 1/C Aragon, Midn 1/C Frank, Midn 3/C Garcia, 

Midn 3/C Busalacchi, and MIDN 4/C Nicholson. 
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Next up was the color guard competition. Led by MIDN 3/C Hunt, our IIT/
UIC color guard team consisting of MIDN 1/C Myong, MIDN 2/C Newberry, MIDN 
3/C Luciu, Midn 3/C Busalacchi, placed third against some tough competition and 
whipping winds on Miami University’s football field. Despite some members having 
completed the endurance course just minutes before, the color guard’s drill card for 
this competition was not far off from that of the consortium drill meet, so our IIT/
UIC midshipmen were ready to go. 

Lastly for IIT/UIC was the squad drill competition, led by Midn 3/C Gar-
cia. The drill team consisted of MIDN 3/C Hori, MIDN 4/C Coria, MIDN 4/C Ni-
cholson, MIDN 4/C Pohl, and MIDN 4/C Thompson. Despite some of the members 
of the drill team, just like the color guard, competing with soaking wet boots from 
the endurance course, the drill team performed very well, receiving great comments 
and high remarks from the evaluating Senior Chief Petty Officer.    

The time spent at the Redhawk Games wasn’t all “games,” though! The 
battalion had some fun with a night on the town in Oxford, Ohio. The streets were 
crawling with midshipmen and regular college students alike; a lively college town 
sure not to disappoint.  

This drill meet gave everyone a great chance to mix and mingle with mid-

shipmen from many different units, and make the lasting connections that will stick 

with them into the fleet and beyond. The planning and coordination for the trip, the 

competition itself, and the comradery associated with the drill meet are the reasons 

why the unit takes part in these events. Congratulations to the IIT/UIC NROTC Unit 

for a fun and successful competition!  



AMOI CHALLENGE 
BY Midn 2/C CERNOK 

Tensions were high as AMOI challenge approached. 
Stories were told and exchanged about the previous 
year as a way to motivate everyone. Last year, was a 

nail biter. IIT and NU 
were tied after the sched-
uled events. A tie breaker 
was announced, yet still 
there was a tie. The ulti-
mate decision came down 
to a written test between 
the two units. Even this 
was close as IIT lost by 
only a few points. This 
was the year. This was 
the year the IIT battalion 
was waiting for to beat 
NU. 

It was a cold morning and the drive to Loyola was not long, but everyone was deter-
mined. The first event was up, football. This event had the potential to set the mood 
and energy for the rest of the sports to come. It was outdoors in boots and utes 
which was a mix up from the previous years, but one that people looked forward to. 
It added a different vibe to the sport. The first quarter did not look good for IIT, but 
when the second quarter came up, the second team for IIT had no mercy for NU by 
answering the touchdowns that were scored in the first quarter and one additional 
one. The first team retook the field in the third quarter and they knew all they had 
to do was hold NU, and that is what they did, and scored another touchdown or 
two. Then, when the fourth quarter came, there was no competition. IIT won foot-
ball, and next was volleyball. 

Volleyball was a new addition to the AMOI challenge this year, replacing tug of war 
from before. It got mixed reception at the IIT unit, and with there being no real way 
to practice, some people were worried. The first game was close. Both teams were 
evenly matched having runs of their own at times. NU was trailing for most of the 
game, and made a valiant effort to comeback at the end, but it was too little, too late 
and they lost. The second game, with new teams, was 
a different story. IIT did well and beat NU by a con-
siderable amount. The Illinois Tech unit took volley-
ball. They were now up by two. 

Next up was soccer followed by basketball. These two sports can be a tossup be-
tween the two units. It can be anything from a sweep for both sports by one unit 
or an even tie. After an even split with IIT taking soccer and NU taking basket-
ball last year, NU won basketball and improved to split soccer with IIT, so both 
teams received half points. This lead to the final event. 

Dodgeball is another one of the very competitive sports as everyone gets to par-
ticipate and everyone plays a part. Even the active duty staff gets to play. It was 
set to play five rounds, and with the way the points were distributed so far, NU 
could tie it up by winning. IIT took this event. Though it was not an easy win, 
many of the rounds left many IIT Midshipmen versus only a few NU Midship-
men, and unless a basket is scored, there was not a whole they could do to come 
back. 

Overall, IIT won and this was to great joy for the unit as this is what so many of 
them really wanted. However, the AMOI challenge is always in good taste and in 
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FIELD TRAINING EXERCISE 

BY Midn 3/C HUNT 

The Spring 2017 Field Exercise (FEX) started on the 

evening of April 6 at the IIT tower at 2030. Since we 

were going to be departing early the next day, it was 

decided that we would spend the night at the tower in 

order to reduce travel time on Friday. Before bedding 

down, we were given a quick refresher on land navi-

gation techniques, and then were sent to hygiene and 

sleep. Lights were at 0330, and we quickly packed up 

our sleeping equipment and loaded into three duty 

vans. 

 Camp Marseilles, the Army National Guard 

base we were conducting the FEX at, was roughly an 

hour and a half away. Shortly after arrival we 

launched straight into the first event: the 9 mile ruck 

march. We got our rifles, organized into a platoon, 

and set off carrying 50 lbs of gear in our rucksacks. 

Throughout the hike strict accountability was kept, 

with the midshipman platoon commander and platoon 

sergeant reporting to the unit staff at least every ten 

minutes. Those two positions were rotated among the 

midshipmen, allowing multiple people the opportunity 

to lead. The most important part of the grueling hike, 

however, was that it was tiring. Since it was the very 

first thing we did, it meant that every other event of 

the day would be performed while under the strain of 

the hike. It forced you to push past personal discom-

fort in order to complete the future tasks. 

 The next event was the land navigation 

course. For this event, each midshipman worked with 

a buddy throughout the event. Each group of two was 

then issued a compass, map, protractor, and score 

card. On the score card were three to four points that 

the group had to find. With these, you had to accurate-

ly plot the points on your map, calculate the compass 

azimuth and distance, and reach the point. Each point 

was marked by a numbered post on the course, and 

you would record that number on your score card in 

order to prove that you had reached the correct point. 

The land navigation portion of FEX was split into two 

courses. The first course was fairly straightforward. 

The terrain was level and unobstructed, and it gave 

you a chance to practice your map work before mov-

ing to the second course. The second navigation 

course was significantly harder. For it, you had to 

navigate through dense vegetation, up steep inclines, 

across streams, and over much longer distances. This 

proved significantly more difficult than the prior 

course. Correspondently, it was also more fun, since it 

tested your skills more. 

 The final event of the day was the SULE. 

After a brief respite, we were organized back into our 

fire teams. There were a total of three SULEs, one 

leading directly into the next. The first required the 

squad to clear an enemy position, the second to patrol 

to a specific point, and the last to carry out a casualty 

evacuation. Throughout each section, communication 

was done strictly through hand and arm signals until 

contact with the ‘enemy’ was made. For me, the case-

vac was the most interesting SULE, since we had to 

fireman carry two midshipmen up an extremely mud-

dy 45 degree incline. After completing the SULEs, we 

packed our gear back into the duty vans and headed 

back to the IIT campus. 

 Taken all together, the FEX proved to be a 

tiring test of endurance, leadership, and skill. In order 

to perform well on the land navigation and SULEs, 

you had to be able to learn and retain knowledge 

quickly. You had to keep your head on a swivel and 

take the initiative in order to make sure that your fire 

team or navigation team succeeded in their mission. 

The nine mile hike ensured that you had to fight back 

your own weariness throughout each event. All this 

had to be done without ever losing the bearing or pro-

fessionalism required of midshipmen. Such challeng-

ing situations gave us the opportunity to accurately 

evaluate our abilities, and test our mettle in a tougher 

situation than every day unit activities. FEX was 

certainly time well spent by those involved.  
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NOTRE DAME LEADERHIP WEEKEND 

BY Midn 3/C GARCIA  

On Thursday, February 23rd, Midshipmen from the Illinois Institute of Technology and Northwestern 

University NROTC Chicago consortium left for Notre Dame to participate in the Notre Dame Leadership 

Weekend. From IIT/UIC this included Midn Frank, MIDN Adelman, MIDN Hunt, Midn Busalacchi and 

myself. On arrival, Midshipmen were greeted by Notre Dame Midshipmen who then presented the sched-

ule of events and expectations at the Sacred Heart Parish Center where most Midshipmen would rack for 

the weekend. After breakfast the 

following morning, Midshipmen 

headed to the Mendoza College of 

Business Jordan Auditorium 

where the seminar was held. Fol-

lowing a “Welcome Aboard” 

presentation by CAPT Carter and 

RDML Evans, Midshipmen were 

given the amazing opportunity to 

hear from FLTCM Beldo, The 

Commandant of the Marine 

Corps Gen Neller, as well as a 

junior officer panel that included 

a artillery officer, Captain Cole A. 

Dossetto, and a navy seal, Lieu-

tenant Abraham “Abe” J. Trindle 

who served with Seal Team 8.  The renown speakers hit on important leadership themes such as integrity, 

open and effective communication, and especially, to have compassion for your profession and your peo-

ple. Midshipmen then split off into smaller groups where they debated in ethical decision games with 

their peers. Lunch was held at the South Dining Hall, giving Midshipmen a chance to walk through the 

magnificent campus of Notre Dame and engage in thoughtful discussion with Midshipmen from across 

the country. The next day, Midshipmen listened to talks from VADM Grady, Commander of U.S. 6th 

Fleet, Dr. Michael Desch the Director of Notre Dame International Security Center, ADM Rogers, Com-

mander of U.S. Cyber Command and VADM Rowden, Commander of Naval Surface Forces. The main 

lessons that encompassed the day were to be prepared to take life or limb, having confidence with humili-

ty, and the remarkable outcomes in combat generated by speed, agility, and precision. Later that evening, 

Midshipmen reconvened at the Purcell Pavilion for a cocktail hour where they could meet and mingle 

with more of their future col-

leagues. From there, Midship-

men entered the Monogram 

Room for a Keynote Dinner with 

ADM Richardson, Chief of Naval 

Operations, who closed the 

weekend by evoking the leader-

ship values the Navy bestowed 

on him as well the forte of cun-

ning and caring leadership with-

in our military which he hopes 

to see us all carry on.  
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IIT NROTC 
 

10 W. 35th Steet 
Chicago, IL 60616 

 
Phone: (312) 567-8963 

 
E-mail: nrotc@iit.edu 


